
We are now starting Unit 7, which is an Earth Science unit.  Since we often start a unit 
with a little history lesson (like in Unit 6 when we talked about the history and key 
people involved with developing the microscope), that is what your first assignment is 
going to be, but you are going to be going WAY back in time--because you are going to 
give us a brief introduction to the history of the Earth as scientists believe things 
happened. 
 
Of course, there are many different theories of how the Earth started--different views 
from scientists, and then there are many different spiritual and religious views as 
well.  So we are going to be just looking at the 4 general "eras" that scientists break 
down the history of the Earth into.  Those 4 eras are: 

• Precambrian Era 
• Paleozoic Era 
• Mesozoic Era 
• Cenozoic Era 

For each of these four eras, you are going to just create a product (Keynote, iMovie, 
whatever) that gives a brief overview for each era.  Now as is often the case with 
science, in researching this, you will be able to find a TON of information on it--WE 
DON'T WANT THAT!  We just want a real basic overview of each era.  So for each era, 
I would look for things such as: 

• how many years ago was this era? 
• how long did this era last? 
• what did the Earth look like at this time? 
• what were some of the major types of life during this era? 
• what might it have been like to live during this time (climate, what did the Earth's 

surface look like, etc.). 
• add pictures of what the Earth might have looked like or major types of plant 

and/or animal life. 

Get a start on this today.  If we were in regular school, you would have at least a couple 
of days to work on this, so we'll do the same here.  Let's shoot for getting this done by 
Thursday.   
 


